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Another, and ancther {till fucceeds. 
Rowe. 








SIR, 


is confequence of your notice to correfpondents in No. X. I ven- 
ture to exprefs my withes to your Ghoftfhip : Do, dear Felix; write 
a Paper againft the ruinous practice (well may I call it fo) of prefixing 
mottos to Works. I am the moft. unhappy mortal that ever lived ; 
and my mifery comes by a motto. A Society of refpectability having 
offered a premium of fifty guineas for the beft Eflay on the Means of 
increafing Population, and directed the authors to inclofe their names, 
each with an appropriate motto, I wrote a Differtation worthy of the 
firft Academy in Europe. I pointed out the means to the fatisfaction 
of the Society ; but what was my diftrefs, when the MS. was returned 
me, becaufe I had omitted the effential article of the motto. Thus, 
after much toil, after much time fpent, I loft my fifty guineas, and the 
world one of the beft Differtations that ever was penned. The prize 
was given to another, acknowledged by the Society to be inferior ; be- 
caufe it had for a text, 


_ © Perhaps, by me improv’d, a nobler breed 
“ Of handfome mortals fhall on earth fucceed.” 


I would publifh it; but the Bookfellers tell me it will not fell; fome- 
thing more than merit is requifite for a Work to go off well. ‘My 
name is unknown, fay they, and Reviewers would rather give a bad cha- 
racter to an obfcure author, to fhow their impartiality. Now, Mr 
Ghoft, although you, like myfelf, are perfonally unknown, yet as your 
lucubrations are univerfally read and admired, I would make a bargain 
with you for my great Work, which will enable you to publifh a Num- 
ber every day of the week for a good while to come. My terms {hall 
be reafonable and moderate, and I will leave them with your Book- 
fellers. You cannot imagine how it will make the Guosr fell. 


Iam, &c. 
ANTISYMBOLICUS. 


Mr Spirit, ° 


Be not furprifed at my addrefling you.—Your fraternity have ever 


heen our affociates. My holy office gives me frequent opportunities to 
obferve 
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‘Obierve the nature of men’s inclination and judgment. I have, Rev. 
Sir, had great experience of man}; and this knowledge dictates to me 
the advice I now give. J advife you, as a friend and brother, not to 
write about fubje&ts every body underftands. This will never excite 
refpect for you. By what means has the Clerical Charaéter fo long 
fupported itfelf? Is it by the fimplicity and perfpicuity of our dodtrines, 
by their conformity to reafon.and common fenfe? No, no.—As you 
have well {faid, 


“ Nothing can fatisfy, but what confounds! 
“ Nothing, but what aftonifhes, is true!” 


Inftead of your criticifms, and attacks on the vices and follies of fo- 
ciety, give us fomething in the way of the ancient fathers of the church, 
or any of our modern founders of fects ; or fomething about enchant- 
ments, conflicts with the devil, vifions and other myfteries, which the 
world will believe the more readily as coming from your pen. Thus 
will you be refpected, adored by my brethren, recommended to their 
congregations ; and your Bookfellers will derive the profits of this im- 
provement on your Paper. Only fee, there are three hundred copies of 
Avcuinctoss fold in this town, and the only Guost I have feen is 
one a friend of mine gets immediately from Edinburgh. Your fhrewd- 
nefs will fhow you the propriety of fiding with the Clergy, and not 
turning your weapons againft our holy office. Yours in the fpirit, 
JEREMIAH ORTHODOX. 


Dundee, Fune i. 1796. 


The Reverend Dr Orthodox probably does not know all the objec- 
tions of the good people of Dundee to the GuostT.——My Printer has 
a letter from one Book(feller of that town, complaining that it is pu- 


blithed in Quarto ! , F. Pu. 


; 


SIR, 


I with to put your Paper upon a more refpectable footing. I like 
thofe kind of things ; but they fhould be founded on reafon. My hairs 
have grown grey in the inveftigation of mathematical points: Long 
have I laboured at a Work, to prove the indivifibility of matter, againft 
all fceptics ; and I neither a&t nor reafon otherwife than geometrically. 
—Now, Sir, if you would give us a poftulatum, a lemma, or a corol- 
lary, you would do more fervice than by all your loofe fort of rea- 
foning. What are even philofophical fyllogifms, what are metaphyfics, 
but a jargon of nonfenfe, to puzzle the mind? what to mathematics, 
where every thing is done by meafure, where we proceed not one ftep 
without demonftration? ‘This method ought to be applied to the cor- 
recting of vice. Do we not hear every day of the weight of motives? 
and how can this be found but by the principles of geometry? 
Were morals thus regulated, and mathematically defined, it would be 
as impoffible to deviate from the right line of condud, as for the three 
angles of a reCtangular triangle not to be equal to two right angles. With 
this view, I intend to honour you with my correfpondence, and fend 
you fome valuable Papers, on what I beg leave to call the mechanical 


principles of morals, where, by a new nomenclature and application of 
quantities, 
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‘quantities, I flatter myfelf to reduce the principles of morality to as 
great certainty, and make them as clear and practicable, as any other 


problems in geometry. 


Yours 
: ARCHIMEDES Junior. 


Mr PHANTOM, 

I am exceedingly furprifed that your Gallant Guosts find no em- 
ployment among our fex. Does not the depravity of tafte that has 
taken place of late fhock you? 1 am not old, nor dof yet want ad- 
mirers; but I look back with regret to the time when young Ladies 
drefled with propriety :—then there was none of your indecent fhort 
waifts, taudry ornaments, and bare heads :—then every young Lady of 
condition appeared, as fhe ought to do, in an elegant high head, regu- 
larly curled, a fine long taper waift, and a becoming hoop, altogether 
adapted to fet off the perfon to the beft advantage :—then Ladies did 
not go half naked, as it were, only covered with their flimfy muflin, 
and fuch like fort of ftuff:—No, rich filks, veivets, fatins, and bro- 
cades, gave a dignity which I never fhall fee again. Really, if we ex- 
cept the veils, feathers, and decent cravats, | am afhamed to look at a 
modern dreffed Belle; and I really with, for the fake of my grand- 
nieces, you would recommend to young Ladies not to deform them- 
felves, as they do at prefent. 

Iam, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 
REBECCA PRUDENT. 


SIR, 

I was laft night among fome fafhionables, when they got a difputing 
about the ancientnefs of having ftrings tied from the knee to the flip- 
per, to give the foot a fpirited motion. I maintain I am the inventor ; 
but a gentleman, rather unpolitely in my opinion, told me, with a pe- 
tulent air, that thefe filly things were worn by men fome centuries 
ago. I expect you will convince the world, that the fafhion came from 
me. Apropo, I heard fomething the other day of the fhort waifts be- 
ing derived from the Gricks. 1 did not like to afk, but I believe this 
muft be fome name in the sow ton in the court of France. I with much 
to know whether Mifs Clarifla Sharp is to be married to Bobby Diddle ; 
and of all things tell me, my dear little Fantom, how Lady Kitty Prim 
bore my taking off her gallant at the Affembly. He’s a divine crea- 
ture. You can’t imagine how witty we were; and when he called 
next day, he made fo much of my little Pompey, and read over all the 
Marquis L’Oifif’s letter fo prettily.—But really, Mr Fantom, you mutt 
fpeak more about the fafhions, and not be fo dull. 

EvizA SMART. 

SIR, 

I beg leave to afk your advice on a fubjeét which has given me great 


mortification of late. Fafhion forces me to wear powder; and my in- 
clination tells me, that I ftand not in need of fuch an addition to be 


admired for beauty. I beg you will give me your opinion. 
Yours, Mary Brack. 


If the Lady will grant me an interview, I am ready to decide the 
momentuous queftion. Mifs Black muft be confcious of the difficulty of 


refolving fo complicated a point. 


O! 
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O! PHANTASMA, 


{ am glad that one of you fhould vifit this town. It brings to my 
recollection the happy times of the Greeks. When Apparitions and 
Oracles were fo common, then the people were not amufed with Trifles. 
But what delights me moft, is your civility to invite us mortals to pro- 
pofe fubjeéts of difcuffion. Sir, [ am a man of letters, a Greek fcholar. 
{ regret, and proteft every day againft the negle& of the only lan- 
euage worthy of being fpoken. How often have I watched the night 
in purfuit of the true mufical pronunciation of the Greek language. 
You now come, a Ghoft, | fuppofe intimately acquainted with Homer, 
Demofthenes, Aichynes, Ariftotle, Euripides, Sophocles, and the reft 
of the fublime ancients. I am forry you have not ufed Greek expref- 
fions; not even mottos. You fhould not fo far comply with the de- 
praved tafte of the multitude. I am fure, that by borrowing them from 
the ancients, you would pleafe the learned, and affift in reviving the 
tafte of the age of Demofthenes. The appearance of the Greek cha- 
racters ftrikes the eye with a fatisfaGion unknown to the ignorant. 
How fuperiorly correct the Greek alphabet ; no ufelefs or unmeaning 
letters are there to be found. And even an Englifh motto in Greek 
charaéters would be preferable to the corrupted alphabet of the Ro- 
mans, who had nothing good but what they borrowed from the Greek. 
Thus, for example, “ Let me tell you, ’tis an honeft Ghoft,” written 
in Greek, would ftand thus: Anz fa TEA 40 Tig ee avis yor, —How elegant 
and concife! Inthe Englith alphabet, it contains twenty-eight letters, 


while the Greek confines it to twenty-four. 
PIAOAOTOS. 


rr 


Inftead of mending the matter, I find myfelf more puzzled by the 
numerous Communications I have received, than before my notice ; 
So contradictory are they ; one wants me to write againft vanity; the 
other for fcandal; a third knows not himfelf what he would with. 
Some even defire me to attack my own exiftence. The letters for and 
againft the Ladies are innumerable ; moft of their fafhions have cham- 
pions and oppofers. But I confider it a duty to the Public, and my 
Correfpondents in particular, to obferve, that the majority of Gentle- 
men are inveterate againft all veils, but the black, or the white. I 
agree with them; and hope the Ladies will not, by perfifting to wear 
green veils, force me to write againft them. I perceive in moft of my 
Correfpondents a great defire to know fomewhat more about Ghofts. I 
fhall gratify them in this particular. 





Sold by G. Muniz anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 





tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 
alfo be had of Cameron and Murpocu, Glafgow, and S. Murray, Roffel Court, 
London. 





*,* The Guosr, from the beginning, is now reprinted, fo that the Publifhers wil! 
immediately execute the orders for fets, which have been fome time poftponed. 











